430   MUROMACHI AGE AND ITS AFTERMATH

and kept a strong hand on the great nobles, protecting
the people from exactions. He had the country surveyed
between 1589 and 1595 and for the first time since the
land-system of Taikwa had been disrupted by greedy
barons and greedier monks, Japan had a unified and orderly
system of laws and ordinances. Henceforth every farmer
was to have one-third of the produce of the land he rented,
Most of them then, as now, had very small farms; and
Hideyoshi deserves credit for increasing, by about one-
tenth, the land under cultivation.

He needed much money for the central government and
for his own lavish expenditure, and he undoubtedly taxed
the provinces too heavily to obtain it; yet his fiscal system
v ranks .with his defeat of the Satsuma and the invasion of
Korea as one of his greatest exploits. None of them is
perfectly laudable; for he was after all a self-seeking adven-
turer. But he did Japan notable service, and is considered
by many the greatest statesman of his age. A great soldier
and administrator, Hideyoshi is remembered also as a
master-builder, a genial and merry spirit, a man of the
new Japan, who had given her unity and peace. Like
Elizabeth of England he encouraged both piracy and
trade, and like her had good reason to suspect Rome of
mingling politics with religion.

The Japanese have two interesting epitomes of this era;
one the very familiar proverb of the nightingale: 'If it
won't sing I'll wring its'neck', said Nobunaga; Til coax
it', said Hideyoshi; and Til sit and wait', said Tokugawa
leyasu. The other sets these three remarkable men to-
gether in relation to one another: 'Nobunaga made the
fire, Hideyoshi cooked the meat, leyasu ate it.'

This aristocrat inherited a great task and great begin-
nings. Appointed president of a council of five by Hide-
yoshi he reorganized the new feudalism which japes by
his family name of Tokugawa, and set up an intricate
machinery of government with checks and counter-checks.
But this belongs to modern history, and we may leave the
great diplomat informing himself of the affairs of Europe,